These two readings clearly explores the implication of family relations in shaping child behaviour. As I read through, I noticed a theme of relationship which is affecting how the children are growing.
A daughter-mother relationship is evident in the “Jamaican Kincaid’s Girl”. The youthful life is represented by a girl with her mother who tries to prescribe to her daughter certain behaviours. She deems such behaviour are suitable for females. She has high expectation from her daughter and as such, imposes certain behaviour on this girl (Kincaid girl).the prescription of behaviour constrains the girl due to here mothers dominant behaviour towards this girl. In “Jamaican Kincaid girl” mothers prescribes the girls on dos and don’ts based on situations. For example we find the mother telling the girl “Girls should not eat fruits when out the streets” and offers direction she expect her daughter to follow.

In notice a kind of social interactions described by narrator in the “Julia Alvarez: The mother”. “The girl used to run with their gang of cousins, supervised- if you can call it that- by whole bunch of aunts and many maids”. It seems this family lived as clan and an extended family with maids who wiped their bottoms while young. In “Julia Alvarez; The mother” I can see that this Alvarez life and his family is under the influence attitude of Americans. Such relationship and interactions during childhood have significance influence on the future life and thus it is paramount in shaping their behaviour.
